VOLUNTEER STATE MUSIC HALL OF FAME INDUCTION CRITERIA

The Volunteer State Music Hall of Fame honors individuals and groups who have made significant and lasting contributions to the musical heritage of the State of Tennessee. The Hall recognizes excellence across all musical genres and roles, celebrating artistic achievement, cultural impact, and historical significance.

Eligibility Requirements: An individual or group may be eligible for induction if they meet one or more of the following criteria:
· Were born in the State of Tennessee (group members or individual performers)
· Built a substantial portion of their musical career in Tennessee, demonstrating significant contributions to the state’s music scene through performance, production, songwriting, education, or industry leadership
· Made a significant musical contribution that impacted Tennessee’s music history or culture
· Played a meaningful role in shaping Tennessee’s music industry, traditions, or communities
Eligibility applies to, but is not limited to:
· Performers
· Songwriters and composers
· Musicians and session players
· Producers, engineers, and arrangers
· Music executives and industry leaders
· Other contributors whose work had a meaningful impact on music in Tennessee
Both living individuals and deceased individuals are eligible for induction.

Induction Criteria Inductees are evaluated based on the following considerations:
· Impact: Demonstrated influence on music, culture, or the music industry within Tennessee
· Legacy: The lasting importance of the individual’s contributions over time, including how their career shaped the musical landscape in Tennessee and influenced future generations of artists or industry professionals
· Excellence: A high level of achievement, innovation, or leadership in their field
· Integrity: Respect for the art of music and the broader music community
· Representation: Contributions that reflect the diversity of Tennessee’s musical heritage
Additionally, nominees should have a minimum career span of 20 years in music or demonstrate equivalent impact through concentrated contributions that are historically significant.
No single criterion guarantees induction. Selections are based on overall merit and historical significance.

Genres and Inclusivity the Volunteer State Music Hall of Fame is genre-inclusive and recognizes contributions across all musical styles, including but not limited to:
· Country
· Blues
· Gospel
· Rock
· Soul and R&B
· Bluegrass and Folk
· Jazz
· Hip-Hop
· Pop
· Classical
· Americana and regional traditions
The Hall seeks to honor contributors from all regions of Tennessee and from historically underrepresented communities.

Nomination Process
· Nominations may be submitted by members of the Hall of Fame email list, music industry professionals, historians, or representatives of the Hall of Fame.
· Each nomination should include biographical information, a description of the nominee’s connection to Tennessee, and a summary of their musical contributions and impact.

Selection Process
· Inductees are selected through a review process conducted by the Volunteer State Music Hall of Fame.
· Advisory input may be sought from music historians, industry professionals, or community leaders.
· Induction classes are determined by merit, balance, and historical significance.
· The number of inductees per class may vary.
All selection decisions are final.

It should be noted that if/when a group has been selected, all members (current and alumni) are considered inducted.

The Volunteer State Music Hall of Fame does not require payment for induction and does not guarantee induction through nomination, sponsorship, or donation. The Hall operates independently and is committed to fairness, transparency, and respect in honoring Tennessee’s musical legacy.

Exception Clause for Shorter Careers:
Artists or groups with less than 20 years of active career may still be eligible if they have made a significant, lasting impact on Tennessee music.
​
Qualifying contributions may include:
· Pioneering a new style or genre
· Landmark songs or recordings influencing generations
· Career-defining work centered in Tennessee
· Transformative impact on the local or national music scene
Implementation:
· The selection committee uses discretion to approve exceptions
· Supporting evidence may include:
· Hit recordings or songs
· Awards and recognition
· Influence on later artists
· Cultural or historical significance
Examples of Eligible Exceptions:
· Elvis Presley: Shorter peak career (~20 years) but massive transformative impact
· Early gospel or blues pioneers with foundational influence
· Innovators in rockabilly, country, or other genres whose work shaped entire genres

